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 Cleveland has 28 sister cities — quite a significant number, especially compared to larger U.S. cities. These
partnerships carry considerable historical, economic, and political importance.

In 1985, residents of Shaker Heights and Cleveland Heights successfully established a partnership with the
Soviet city of Volzhsky, and soon after, Clevelanders began pursuing a similar collaboration with Volgograd.
Although initially rejected in 1989, the agreement was officially formalized in 1990. Such partnerships
helped ease tensions between the USA and the USSR and promoted the spread of Russian culture.

Economic cooperation also benefited both sides — supporting the USSR’s economic goals while bolstering
Cleveland-based companies. The success of the Volgograd partnership inspired Cleveland to further expand
its international ties.

Since 1990, I have visited Volgograd and Volzhsky 19 times and organized numerous delegations with the
support of the Council for International Programs USA (CIPUSA). During the COVID-19 pandemic, we held
monthly ZOOM meetings with over 100 students from the USA (Cleveland) and the Volgograd region, as well
as Arkhangelsk. This led to the formation of the “4 Cities for Peace” coalition, uniting Portland (Maine),
Arkhangelsk, Cleveland, and Volgograd.

This year marks the 35th anniversary of the Cleveland-Volgograd partnership, as well as the 80th
anniversary of the Meeting on the Elbe on April 25, 1945, when Soviet and American troops joined forces at
the Elbe River, effectively splitting Germany and hastening the end of World War II in Europe.

If you are from the Volgograd region or have relatives there, feel free to contact me at email:
coachicbc@gmail.com or phone: 216-704-7322.

I’d be happy to share more about our collaboration!

Article by Ken Kovach,
member of the board

of directors
"SISTER CITIES: Cleveland, Ohio and

Volgograd, Russia – since 1990!"



We are on
Instagram!



Zodiac in Shock: 
What Awaits in April 2025

Capricorn:  
Work less, or your boss

might think you’re a
robot. The stars whisper:
take a vacation and eat

some ice cream.

Aquarius:  
Brilliant ideas will pour

out like from a cornucopia,
but half of them will be

nonsense. Filter them, or
you’ll end up building a

rocket out of cardboard.

Aries:  
you’ll be like a horned

Energizer bunny —
driving everyone crazy

with your hyperactivity.
The stars suggest slowing
down, or you might burn

down the house instead of
just a candle.

Taurus:  
For a good mood,

you only need three
things: sleep, food,

and a little more
food. Everything has
its time — especially

dessert time!

Gemini:  
In April, your tongue
will move faster than

your thoughts.
Promising something
impossible? The stars
recommend reading

the fine print.

Cancer:  
Your sensitivity will go
off the charts—you’ll

be crying over cat food
commercials. The stars
are gifting you a tissue
 and a cat to go with it.

Leo:  
You’re the king of

April, but your crown
will slip from all that
self-admiration. Take a
humbler selfie, or the
mirror might crack.

Virgo:  
The order in your home will
drive your neighbors to a
nervous breakdown—they
might call an exorcist for

your vacuum cleaner.
Relax, a little dirt isn’t the

end of the world.

Libra:  
You’ll take so long

choosing between pizza
and sushi that the

delivery guy will retire.
The stars suggest

flipping a coin.

Scorpio:  
Your venom in April will be
pure honey—everyone will
fall for your sarcasm. But

don’t sting yourself by
accident; the stars can’t

stand whining.

Sagittarius:  
In April, the stars advise

you to argue less and smile
more—if only because it’s

an easier way to avoid
random conflicts… and

wrinkles!

Pisces:  
You’ll be swimming in

dreams until you crash
into a deadline. The stars

are throwing you a
lifeline—set a timer on

your phone.



On March 2, 2025, we celebrated Maslenitsa with joy and grandeur! Our event gathered a
record number of guests—many traveled not only from neighboring cities but also from other

states to immerse themselves in the atmosphere of a traditional Russian folk festival.  

Guests enjoyed fragrant blini, hot tea, traditional treats, and, of course, a rich entertainment
program. Lively contests, folk dances, energetic music, and vibrant performances created the

spirit of a true celebration. Smiles, laughter, and joy filled the entire day!  

We thank everyone who joined us and are excited to share photos from the event:  
[link to photos 📸].  

Want to see more Maslenitsa highlights, including guest interviews and behind-the-scenes
moments? Follow us on Instagram!  

Thank you for being with us! See you next year! 

Maslenitsa 2025:
How It Went!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AVe0sexPxUVoV376zl3Y8RJ5QW7DJ9ax


If you didn’t recognize him in the photo, let us
remind you: in December, Alexander played the
Nutcracker at the children’s Christmas party, and at
Maslenitsa, he brilliantly embodied the role of
Solovey-Razboynik! Alexander put his heart and soul
into organizing the events and has become an
essential part of our big team. His enthusiasm,
creativity, and kindness inspire everyone around
him. Without him, our celebrations wouldn’t be as
magical!  

Alexander, thank you for your hard work, talent,
and genuine dedication!

What is the most memorable event or
moment you have experienced during

your volunteer work?

We first learned about the Russian
Cultural Garden on June 4, 2023, when
we attended a rally dedicated to Alexei

Navalny’s birthday. There, we met
activists who told us more about the

garden. We were pleasantly surprised to
discover such a place in Cleveland that
brings together Russian culture, art, and

history. Since then, we have been
actively participating in the garden’s

events, supporting and contributing to
the development of a space where

Russian culture finds its reflection in the
heart of Cleveland.

The most memorable event during my
volunteer work was, without a doubt,
the New Year’s party! I never could
have imagined that one day I would
find myself playing the Nutcracker

straight out of a fairy tale.

What volunteer task turned out to be
the most challenging for you, but also

brought you special pride?

Playing the Nutcracker at the New Year’s
party... I had never done anything like that
before! It was unfamiliar, nerve-wracking,
and even a bit scary. But when I stepped

onto the stage and saw the children looking
at the fairy tale characters with wide-eyed

wonder, believing in the magic of the
story, all my worries disappeared. The

emotions were indescribable! In the end, I
felt so proud that I pulled it off and

became part of this celebration.

How did you first learn about the
Russian Cultural Garden, and what
inspired you to become a part of it?

If you could describe your
volunteer experience in three

words, what would they be?

Tired, frustrated, but still volunteering!
Tough, but worth it.



Looking for new friends in Cleveland? Volunteering at the

Russian Cultural Garden is a great way to meet new people and

become part of a friendly team! 

It doesn’t require a permanent commitment – you can help

whenever you have the time and desire.

Interested? email us at

russiangardencle@gmail.com. 

We’ll be happy to have you on board!
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https://www.facebook.com/yomahayomashow.cle


Dear friends!

The Russian Cultural Garden of Cleveland is looking for a talented architect
or landscape designer to create a design for our space. We plan to develop
sketches and projects for installing unique compositions that will highlight

the cultural heritage and beauty of our garden.

If you would like to contribute to the development of the garden or know
someone who would be interested, we would be happy to hear from you!

We are looking for an architect or
landscape designer!

Email us at russiangardencle@gmail.com 

Let’s work together to make the Russian
Cultural Garden of Cleveland a place that
inspires and delights!



DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?
Interesting Traditions and Celebrations in April:

Yegoryev Day (April 23rd):

Cosmonautics Day (April 12th):
This day is dedicated to the first human spaceflight — Yuri Gagarin, who orbited the
Earth on April 12, 1961, aboard the spacecraft "Vostok 1." The day is marked by
themed events, exhibitions, and screenings of films about space around the world.
We would like to remind you that in Cleveland, in the Russian Cultural Garden,
there is a bust of Yuri Gagarin. The monument was unveiled on August 25, 2019.

Folk Omens of April:

If April 1st is warm, the summer
will be hot.  
A rainy April means a good
harvest.  
"April with water, May with grass"
– the more meltwater, the better
the harvest of grasses and
cereals.

Opening of 
the Land (Late April):

In the villages, they would say: "The earth
is waking up, it's time to plow!" It was

believed that the first work in the field
should begin with a prayer, otherwise, the

harvest would not be plentiful.

On this day, Saint George the Victorious,
the patron saint of warriors and farmers,
was honored. He was also considered the
protector of livestock, so in villages, rituals
were held to protect horses and cows,
often involving the first drive of the
animals to pasture after the winter.



You can support us by sending any amount via Zelle to the email:
russiangardencle@gmail.com, with the note: "Donation for Russian Cultural Garden."

Your help, regardless of the amount, is invaluable. 
Together, we can do even more to preserve culture and strengthen our community.

Thank you for your support!

Dear friends, 

We continue to actively work on new projects to help the Russian-speaking
community of our city grow and thrive. Organizing such events requires significant

effort and resources, and currently, most of the expenses are covered by the
personal funds of our volunteers. 

The Russian Cultural Garden is a non-profit organization, and any support from you
helps us maintain our garden and organize events for all of us. All donations go

directly to improving the garden and implementing new initiatives.

Support the Russian Cultural Garden –Support the Russian Cultural Garden –Support the Russian Cultural Garden –
together we are creating the future!together we are creating the future!together we are creating the future!



Want to stay updated on the most interesting events, projects, and news
related to the Russian Cultural Garden? Subscribe to our monthly newsletter and
stay in the loop with all the important updates!

How to subscribe?

Send an email to russiangardencle@gmail.com with the subject "I Want to
Subscribe!", and we’ll add you to our subscriber list.

Each issue includes:
Stories and facts about the Russian Cultural Garden
A review of past events
Announcements of upcoming events
Exclusive interviews and materials
And much more!

Subscribe to the Russian Cultural Garden Magazine!

Stay connected with our culture
and history!


